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tures."2U At Belgrade Pashitch and Hartwig learned of
the ultimatum with rage and dismay, especially as it was
soon followed by strong warnings from all the Great Powers,
now suddenly awakened to the possible danger of serious
complications, that Serbia should respect the decisions of
the London Conference. Even Rumania added her warn-
ing* So Serbia decided at once to yield, and gave orders to
her troops to evacuate the occupied Albanian territory.
"I do it," said Pashitch, the Serbian Premier, "not under
pressure of Austria, but out of regard for the friendly ad-
vice of Russia."212
These events of 1913 in connection with Albania help to
explain Austria's course of action, under much greater prov-
ocation, in July, 1914. The decisions of the London Con-
ference had brought her little or nothing, in her own opin-
ion, except disappointments and illusions. Its delays and
ineffectiveness in protecting Albanian interests, when de-
fied by the Montenegrins at Scutari and the Serbians at
Dibra, explain to some extent why Austria was absolutely
unwilling, after the murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
at Sarajevo, to submit her latest grounds of complaint
against Serbia to another Conference of the Powers. "The
course of the London Conference was so horrible to recall
to memory, that all public opinion would reject the repe-
tition of such a spectacle." 213 On the other hand, when
Austria had acted quickly and energetically on her own
account, by sending a peremptory ultimatum, Serbia had
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